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MOULDING LIVES

From a storehouse in Mangalwar Peth to a heaven of hope
‘Swa-Roopwardhinee is changing the lives of the underprivileged.

\

The five story building of
'‘Swa-Roop-wardhinee stands tall in sea of
tin shanties in the congested
Sadanandnagar,
Mangalwar Peth like a beacon of hope
indeed, a likely metaphor for the role that
‘Swa-Roopwardhinee plays in the lives of

those in the area.

For K. L. Patwardhan, the initiative
he sepearheaded in 1980 has been a
labour of love. "As the principal of a school
where may of my students were from the
slums. I had seen the kind of influences
that shaped their lives. Qur national weath
was in jeopardy, I felt compelled to do
something about it." What he did was
start a public charitable trust with the
primary objective of bringing about the
all-round-developement of children in
lower income groups through informal
education. What started as a small
gathering of students after school in a
storehous in Mangalwar Peth has today
grown to accommodate about 400 children
in its nine branches in the city. '

" Besides extra tutorial instruction in
English, Science, and Mathematics in the
| evening, the centre also helps children in
all-round developement by organising
curricular actiovities, all at a nominal
cost. They are at an age when their
impressionable minds could easily take to
bad influence. It's important to get their
minds to turn to productive ways of
spending their time." says Patwardhan.

Zhopadpatti in-

What difference has the organisation
made in their lives? Patwardhan points to
one such boy who used to stay in a dihgy
room under the stairs in a congested area
of the old city. Today, he is an engineer,
who having built house for his mother,
has now given up his job to devote all his
time to the organisation.

Says Pushpa Nade, a member of the
executive committee who has worked with
the organisation for the past 12 years. "
We gotovarious schoolsin the city, conduct
an IQ test and select deserving but poor
students to attend 'Swa'-Roopwardhinee
while the primary objective of the
organisation is to ensure the all round
developement of children from a lower
income group, in s bid to approach social
reforms in a holistic manner we are also
involved in other supplementary work.
Chief among them are the programines
specially meant for women says Nade. "
Women are an important influence on the
family, in fact they have the power to
shape their children. However we came
across may women from the lower strata
of society whose education had been
stopped either due to parental pressure to
marry young or whose parents couldn't
afford it. Some of them had been
abandoned by their husbands and were
living a miserable life at the mercy of their
relatives. Initially, I would go to their
houses to convince them that by learing
some vocational training they would be




(o

able to stand on their feet and face their
problems better."

It was not easy. Facing stiff opposition
from some of the houses that she visited,
Nade nevertheless managed to convince
women about the benefits of such training.
Today they train women for tailoring,
fashion designing and a balewadi
instructor's course.

Among the other programmes that
the organisation runs are one on an adult
education, a family planning and
counselling, aajole, a foster home for
children of working parents- who may not
be able to give their child attention

throughout the day. In order to allow the
benefits to trickle down to the rural poor
as well, 'Swa'-roopwardhinee has started
a mobile science laboratory any grants
from the government, one would think it
to be a near impossible task. But
Patwardhan avers that his problems is
one of fining dedicated manpower, not
money.

"We need more dedicated individuals
willing to give their time to social service."
he says, Meanwhile Patwardhan's
humane vision continues to hold out
hope.

Aishwarya Mavinkurve

forfera @ afed & orex e uftaedar
BT TTefIeRaT & - T ferder & U faramrt
w1 & fereTer T THe aT8 S GAIHL
%y ey B uRreafa w21 g6 e &
e et qot ol WfRme g @-wyatEy
Y ged § ‘@ & fe o wfas & TS
R BT @ ST IowT Bl W EIATA @
T o e S ferget aftamdl & el &
frfera e 3, Rred 9w ok witaiie
T o el ST b Hrar 37 Ao
1 ferepTer 21 Ten g Tedl & 9 A [49y
Haasdr aedl Srdl &1 wad & foF a5l a
e giveror ofiR Grereh o ST &1 34
gHg HIHIT ¥oo g W1 3 ganfod
fyfar=T ahsu e e ferehTa ot TfSTeror T
T (& & | gl & gariio e & Je 38

Wa@wwﬁvﬁﬁmqﬁ%mﬁ% git ¥ 99 099 (HENS)

‘ol EEATE

deE a1 T R Ao araiEn REE 9% W™ jooo W MW
‘AT FEEE D W AT W TS FOS WE -

fyrery s, e fran, afzerel ofit F=i
& fou @ d% IRaR T G918 5
7 Fare o fear S Ter 31 UrT & H
WY g el @ fou UH ghe [fdEme
wdmener ff &1 75 gEmeer qu R &
fRifr=t it & Bt & 9O @ [OU Iuss
@?ﬁ%l%ﬁ@*ﬁ'ﬂ%aﬁwmk‘?ooaﬁ-
= grtad 2 @ ¥l uRar e o
ey B W PR & | g6 AR

RS TSI U G T qeest &

& T qoTe SUFE B Sl & | T
% g @Eddsh Td R0 aul § P
e o & 1@ & | G qikion @EEAE
SpuTdE WY & o9 & § @R A
yehed o1 T £ | ‘T-eqaf @ e -

3R/9, HIeaR U3, U i,
%






